
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Thirty-Four: Jesus’ Final Week 
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Matthew 21:28-32; 22:23-33; 22:41-46; Mark 11:15-18; 11:27-33; Luke 19:42-44; John 12:1-8; 12:12-15
S
ix days before the Passover, Jesus was at  the house of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus in Bethany  (John 12:1).  Mary anointed his feet with a costly oil and wiped them with her hair.  When Judas complained, Jesus said that she did this “to anoint My body for burial” (Mark 14:8).  A week from this time His words would be fulfilled.   

Jesus’ final week began much different than it would end. In fulfillment of a prophecy in Zechariah 9:9, Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey’s colt. As he rode the people lay palm branches before Him and shouted “Hosanna” (meaning  “Oh save!”) (John 12:12-15). Many people would have made Jesus king right then, but things were about to change quickly. Jesus knew this, and some time before entering the city He wept over Jerusalem’s history of unfaithfulness (Luke 19:42-44).  As He 
had done before, when Jesus first came into the temple, He drove out the moneychangers (Mark 11:15-18).   

Jesus’ final week was characterized by a series of questions posed to Him and powerful teaching discourses given in response. This began while Jesus was teaching in the temple. Jesus was asked “by what authority to you do these things” (Mark 11:28).  Jesus responded by asking them by what authority John taught? Since they refused to acknowledge that John the Baptist acted with Divine authority, He refused to answer their question.  The answer, however , was obvious—He was God in the flesh.

After this Jesus taught three parables on faithfulness. One which told of two sons’ different responses to their father’s instructions (Matt. 21:28-32). Another told of vinedressers who failed to care for a landowner’s vineyard (Matt. 21:33-46).  The third told of a wedding feast a king held for his son and his response when his subjects refused to attend (Matt. 22:1-14). Just as Jesus had wept over Jerusalem, with these parables Jesus illustrated the importance of faithfulness and Jerusalem’s frequent rebellion. 

Some time after this Jesus was asked three questions, and then posed a question Himself. First, He was questioned about paying taxes. He showed them the emperor’s face on a coin and told them to give to the emperor what belonged to him and to God what belonged to Him (Matt. 22:21).  Then the Sadducees, who did not believe in the resurrection posed a question to trick Jesus about the resurrection (Matt. 22:23-33). Jesus responded by correcting their misconceptions about marriage and the resurrection. Third, Jesus was asked what was the greatest commandment in the Law. He quoted Deuteronomy 6:4-5 (Love for God) and Leviticus 19:18 (Love for Others) declaring that on these two “hang all the Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 22:4). Jesus then asked them why, if the Messiah is the son (or descendent) of David, did  David call Him “Lord” in 110:1 (Matt. 22:41-46). 
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	Ezekiel 1-6
	Ezekiel 7-12
	Ezekiel 13-18
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The final questions which led to a series of discourses were posed by the disciples.  Seeing the beautiful stones of the temple Jesus foretold the time of its destruction.  The disciples asked when this would be when the end of the age would come (Matt. 24:3).  Jesus then foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, and said that  no 
one except God knows when the Day of Judgment will come (Matt. 24:1-51).  He then told  two parables about judgment and being prepared (Matt. 25:1-46).
Study Questions
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1.  Why does John tell us that Judas objected to Jesus’ anointing at Bethany (John 12:4-6)?

2.  When Jesus wept over Jerusalem what did He foretell would happen to Jerusalem (Luke 19:41-44)?

3.  When Jesus was questioned about His authority, what two sources of religious authority did He ask about (Mark 11:27-33)?


___________________________Which is the only true source?


4.  In Jesus’ answer regarding payment of taxes, explain what He means by “to God the things that are God’s” (Matt. 22:21)

5.  What does the fact that David calls the Messiah “Lord” indicate (Matt. 22:45)?
 
6.  As Jesus teaches about the destruction of Jerusalem, whom does He say will be saved (Matt. 24:13)?

7.  In the first parable Jesus tells about judgment and being prepared, what does the oil which the virgins did or did not have represent (Matt. 25:1-13)?



How might we be like the foolish virgins?


8.  In the second parable about being prepared, why was it wrong for the servant to simply return to the master what was given to him (Matt. 25:14-30)?



How might we be guilty of this today?



Key Passage: “But Jesus answered them, saying, ‘The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain’” (John 12:23-24, NKJV). 
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